This is some copies of Military Documents on several brethren on the st of
refusal to go into the U.S. Army. It involved the arrest of a young brother for not

reporting for duty as required. Some of you will recognize these names.
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e “arthell Dodge City, Kans. Oot. 7, 1918 Oct. 7, 1918.

In Re® O, &, Morris
“Tnterfering with Draft

! In Dodge City, Kansas
Employee arrived at Do@ge City, Lansas, by the Rock Island

Railrosd, at 1:00 P.M. Employee was handed the following by

Agent Schmitz, Aoting, for investigstion;
|
"lansas City, Xensss, Sept. 16,1918,

| Hp. Arthur T. Begley,
Kanszs City, Mo.

Dear Sir: 2
At lir. Robertson's suggestion, I am seniing you
ouur entire file im re C. &, Morric, alleged siding and

encouraging draft evader.
This seemg to be 2 matter whch deserves and de-

| mands immeidate attention.

A thorough investigation will probably revesl the
the fact that this man Morric has been guilty of aiding and
encouraging others io evade military service. Please reguest
your agent to inguire into this phase of the matter and re-

turn the enclosures with your final report.
(Signed) Arthur J. Mellott "

"Cimarron, sansas, Sept. 14,1918

Mr, Arthur J. HMellott,

Dear 8ir:

I have your letter of the 14th and ap reciate
your position. I was not advised as to this situation
till Friday morning and got busy in & hurry. Sinee then
we have apprehended the deserter ilest s harmless youngster
who has been worked on by these misguided fanatical people
who want him to be a martyr for their glorification. %he
boy means all right but i$ ies a crime that men like C. Z.
Morris can be allowed to go abrosd and covertly spresd this
! nons nse and have poor chaps like this boy West now im jail
i here suffer the penalty. Oyr people are sroused ove: the
! matter, Some Mennonite people have before this done the
‘ same trick and we want some action. Now I believe the
affirmation which I am enclosing also the statement of the
County Clerk H. Hilderbrand will convince you that we have
a case that needs attention. I want sction before thece
people get together and get themselves prepared to unite ;
in a false statement. I have Morris' statement which is very
adroit and he studiously avoids aseuming responsiblility i
If your man goes &t his right however & believe that Morris

f will ino
G riminato himgel s, orris or anybody
dont wan | u
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else 'unduly punished but we do want them put in s place vhere
they can do no more harm to clean but uninformed youngsters.
Morris left our custody at Dodge to got to Mullinville and
to Prelt and then probably to Okla. to Zive I belisve. He

will go where the "Spirit lesds Him" His brother Ira lMorris

is also probably a Bad actor I should judge worse than C. E.

The woman Mattie Myers lives twenty five miles norih west of
here and must be & fire eater &8s well as a snake charmer. I
have to go to Uolo on Waesday evening. I hope you have & man
here before that time to look thig thing over. Send a real
live man who can get the goods. We want this stuff checked !

before it goes any farther.

(8igned) C.Cilsely

Gray County War Council"”
" Cimarron, iansas Sept. 14,1918,
"Statement regard to cause of the desertion

of Clarence Pearl We:t.

I, H. N. Hildebrend, Clerk of the Local Board of Gray
County, Kanscs registered Ularence Pearl We:t on June 5th
1918 for Military Service according to the Selective Service
Regualtions, B also came into my office to see sbout khaving
his physical examination tramsfer:ed to Greensburg, Xsas.,
He never at any time made any objection to serving in the army.
A notice was sent to him to report for Military Service
on Sept. 6th, 1918, at 8-30 Oclock A, M. He came up from Rolla !
Kansas, on the morning of the Sth, of September he came into f
my office I asked if he had come up to report and he sa&id he }
had, he asked about the non-combatant work, end if he could |
get that kind of service, I told him that I thougit possib ;
he could if he would wear & uniform and he sgid he had no ob- |
jection to wearing a uniform; He seemed to be feeling good )
and to be perfectly willing to go; He went back down to C. ?
E. Morrie place end then came back again in about two hours. |
He was a different fellow, seemed to be down hearted and had
8 good case of the blues, I told him not to let any one in=
fluence him any way or to get him out of the notiion of re-
porting, he left in a litile better mood.
It is my velief that if he had never stopped with C. E.
Morris, that he would have reported at the proper time, he
has made the Morris home his stopping place when in Cimarron,
and it was plain to me that he had a great deal of influence
over this boy, and from his actions when he came back to my
office on the 5th dgy of September after his talk with Mr,
8. BE. Morris, I firmly believe that this men was the cause of
this boy turning out as & deserter. |
(8igned) H, N. Hildebrana" {
Clerk Local Board :
Gray County, Lansas '
!

" Dodge City, Kansas, Sept. 15,1918

Clarence E. Morris.

I reside at Cimar on, sansas. I registered at the Court House
















