This is a compiling of many pieces of evidence concerning the beginning of the Faith in this area.
I have put these pieces together from eye witness accounts; stories conveyed from other
Brethren, and others documented from historical matter.

I will start with the historical first. As we know, from many eye witness accounts, the Faith was
brought to this area by a man named James (Jim) Hays. I will endeavor to recall some of his
background as told by his relatives. First, Anola Hays (Daisey), his daughter which related many
things to me. Second, Ward Hays, a nephew, who published these things in a booklet form.
Third, Marie Hays, wife of Leo Patrick Hays, grandson of Marion Price Hays, brother to James
Hays. (James Hays is referred to as Brother Jim Hays). '

William Gary Hays (Brother Jim's Father) came from Ohio to St. Louis, Missouri, where he
studied medicine, After finishing medical school he moved to Springfield, Missouri and there he
started a private practice. Springfield is where he met Miss Margaret Eliabeth Atkinson, the
Postmaster's daughter. They married and moved near Buffalo, Missouri in Dallas County where
they started the community of Haysville, Missouri.

‘William Gary Hays served in the Union Army during the Civil War as a Doctor with the rank of
Captain. He and Margaret Elizabeth raised a family of twelve children. Brother Jim Hays was the
second to be born in Dallas County, Missouri, February 26, 1854,

Brother Jim Hays lived for some years in Augusta, Kansas near Wichita, Kansas where his two
oldest children were born.

As William Gary Hays' oldest children married and moved west, he sold his 2,000 acres in Dallas
County, Missouri and followed. Eventually migrating to Olympia, Washington with his family.

" William died at Olympia. Shortly thereafter, during early spring of 1889, the family, including his
wife Margaret, (Matriarch of the Hays Clan), had received information concerning the land run to
be held shortly in Oklahoma. They were excited at the prospects of gaining a home in the new
land. They sold their belongings and went by train to Augusta, Kansas. This was as close as they
could get to Oklahoma by train. They purchased wagons and teams for the 3 to 4 day trip to
Oklahoma. They made the run on April 22, 1889 into the new land.

James Hays, (Brother Jim), located near Stillwater. His Mother and brother Harvey, located
about 12 to 15 miles SW of Stillwater. Margaret Hays (Brother Jim's Mother) had bought 200
stamped envelopes and 200 postcards and started a post office and called the little town,
Cimmaron City.
























